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' |" —Il 'll: I had ; happy childhood; I had a happy motorcycle, a journey across the Atlantic. All this gave rise to a creative place which ~ | " I.-'I-
. t t . Wh . . . . . r
N - . Zzll(lin ;)II) b z:riozas slxtte'en I stazlrted r was radiating with independence, while 1 r o r L I Lo
¢ ) - g y f s questions an' 1987 DESSAU — EAST GERMANY for me — the collaborator — it represented O B r
- ! rebelling against stubbornness, naivety As a young man who was curious about the the idea of freedom. Identity as a space of - -7 :
. L | and blind faith in progress. My experiences . world, I was often in conflict with the stub- = activity. ’ - | il B N
g . =~ | were such that whenever I wanted to change 4 bornness and political fatalism of the official o= i--I' * - g "'_
I . oL (I)I; :l:oetv: bslontlethlntg, I v}\lras successf}lj‘l. Today political authorities. However, I discovered "= Following the breakthrough year of 1989, T T, -
etos i i
L . _.__ Lam ot b1 nai\e:}er btl)iwrlslld at ext;ntltf 1ls was _"a pleilce fjor I.nyself - in Dessau, in ‘Bauhaus: - Bauhaus had to redefine itself. Its top-down | " _"- |j_ | J
. L “ : yh y ness. Yet I felt at the institution which was subordinate to the " decreed function was no longer valid. Work- = = 1 )
¢ 4 . .. . . .
. - momte in : e c:i)untry wfuch in tu1.1e withmy M1n1.stry o'f Infrastructure in East Germany . ingon independent, autonomous subjects, . T - roe
. . ost profound nature - wanted to improve | and in which I was allowed to ask uncomfor- _  which had earlier become the focus of my L, d |-rr -
h . . . .
) . —_ et 1; world and Wthl:l believed tha}t people sho-  table questions and find untypical answers. work, was increasingly coming to the fore. ~F = I e - T
. poale have the same rights and duties, regar- s Bauhaus, renewed in 1986, was supposed to i In 1990 a group of young, politically sensi- i | | N '
n_ " L. dless of their social background. In principle, ~ support the expansion of the limited possi- i tive people from Dessau w'/vanted to own a oo ’ - Oy
—- r ; o .the 1f:lountry was support.lng the right cause = bilities for architecture, construction and house. They didn't know how to do it, so they "~ - - - I = o |
s L v in the controversy over ideology and forms of = design in East Germany. For this reason, we " turned to Bauhaus for help. We asked them - e
. . - .o . . . ) !
- . | _'I- s;ma}llhfeifonsequently, I’ }%ad to g'et used to were regularly visited by creative minds from . to show us the desired house and along with = _I - - r'_
I . . the t (;lug t ‘}clhat I couldn’t immediately have within the country, from friendly countries o my students we broke into it and started . o s J
* everything that young peopl i i ing i i B -
5 - o tythe ,jme: je}; . i}; or}:lse :v::)‘z :;:;ested _'l_ (Cor(rilecon), a‘nd from the West, in orde‘r to _occupying it. The residents of Dessau were I F- J | ]
¢ o _ et , , ke conduct seminars and exchange experiences. . afraid to enter the house: they stood in the - - ._I_- -
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" o - - : = street and we stayed in the house. It wasn't
L ! 1~ I supposed to be that way, but it would have
- I & - 4 7. been a pity if we hadn’t used the opportu-
- |__ - -, T = nity of taking over the space. For the first
T v - |J. five years, the house was a place of intense
i _-l 1 &, confrontations with new approaches, laws
— R ™" and duties as well as with new possibilities:
S tion of the h ing th t
| i Ir e occupation of the house, paying the rent,
* o | L setting up an association, the purchase of the
- - | r | house, funding applications... The process of
o - r . . adapting to the place started through letting
. P - F — =rout the rooms and defining and creating the
L L r- k- | possibility of the use of space. The house
| =~ "-_I i-.l_ -, occupation became an opportunity to strike
Bal— n r . up new relationships and friendships. We
T L or S 1 defined the scope of experimentation which,
B = ™ at the best of times, attracted students of

L™ = L = 7 creative disciplines and allowed us to think
= " l:' = =~ collectively about the value and possibilities
of public space, and — leaving the occupie
"-l'.-'-..l £ public sp d - leaving the occupied
- ouse — to experiment in the urban spaces o
' h peri in the urban sp f
ALl T r the northern part of Dessau. We enjoyed the
o e = _,. grey area between the East and the West. The
old system no longer existed, while the new
'y e Tl oy longer existed, while th
L ™ . |l - one had not been created yet. This situation
- | _ - 4 7. gave us courage, inspired us and promised
oL :"-. - _] changes. In 1992, along with Ian Johnston
" F e " _1' o (today http://www.ianjohnstonstudio.com/)
L= - - k. and Stephen Kovats (today http://www.trans-
L. - T P mediale.de/de), I founded the “experimental
L L | I studio dessau-north” (today http://www.jr-
: - o I '-._ fischer.com) at the Bauhaus Dessau Academy.
R | r il-. r , We worked with our students on three levels:
| - U material, media, and social contexts. As a
L o
: ; - ~ = =¥ result, we researched the urban space, made
L w - I - l the residents sensitive to the need for change,
I = — i-‘. -, and put forward specific proposals for waste
-
P — recycling in urban areas. We recycled con-
. - r SO J struction materials, buildings, parts of the
- ¢k L - ._I: city and tried to attend to the social contexts.
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KIEZ e.V. [Kulturelles Informations- und garden. The association still exists andisan T
Einwohnerzentrum e.V., the Information important component of the cultural environ- =0 L
and Accommodation Centre of Culture] was . ment for young people in Dessau. The website _" . =
founded in 1991. Initially, the association says: “KIEZ doesn’t stand for a district, but is R ) h
consisted of only seven members. Its main of- a nominal abbreviation of the public associa- |, = -
fice was the occupied house in Dessau-Nord, 1, tion Kulturelles Informations- und Einwohn- I o F A
and its aim to create a space of free culture I erzentrum e.V. [The word “Kiez” in German is 1™ "a a -, .
foryoung people at the time of political I~ one used by residents meaning neighbour- L r .
changes. The association succeeded in writ- | hood. - editor’s note] Only the insiders know _ & "
ing a programme and recruiting new members * about it, but that doesn’t matter: since 1991, T . |
(over twenty at the best of times); afterthey ¥ in Dessau, the association has become a real T - ._-

had moved into the house, “they rented it, i institution which develops both culturaland l £ ;

then bought it and received funding of over social initiatives. The outcomes of its activity =t f ¢ L
2 million marks from the construction and — are: the only film club in Dessau, an open o R
culture fund which was part of the “Aufbau ' youth space, tuition programmes for pupils = L
e o
Ost” (Reconstruction East) initiative. For the | (carried out by other pupils), artistic activi- - -
first five years, the grants were to be used for ¥ ties in the public urban space, the activity |._ ’ P
refurbishment of the house, equipping it with ~ | of ayouth theatre group, and special film - . -,
a café for young people, a stage (which could - programmes for pupils. A small café is the - r - '
also be used as a cinema), a carpenter’s main, but not the only, meeting place for - L W
workshop, a film laboratory, a youth club,an ., young people.” o ’ "._ I
office, a living space, and a courtyard witha 4 s -
_ _ _ s
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. r ;o The limited liability Oststrand GmbH (the where guests including scholarship holders

b = East Beach) company was founded in 2010 by of the Anhalt University, guests of the city =~ ™=
L™ = & fourteen people. The same year the compa- theatre or the city of Dessau—Roflau and
EECP Y p Y
" |:- - ¢ nybought the Wasserstadt 27 building in - independent operators of the artistic and "
: o Dessau—Roflau, and thus began to realise a = cultural scene can stay overnight. Moreover,
[ small regional enterprise project. The projec- the building will contain a bicycle workshop,
I T t's objective is to build a boarding house for sheltered bike racks, a dance hall with a (i

o = = i cyclists which will offer a variety of accom- "= kitchen, a design office with a kiosk, a sauna _..-”

L ~ T 1_ modation and allow the promotion of a = and club spaces. In the warm seasons the ' g‘ |
-l - beautiful landscape between the Mulda River = courtyard can be used as a meeting and party | '}

2 and the Elbe River as well as the city culture ' " space. The garden behind the house and the

|__ r W from Bauhaus to the legacy of Frédéric Prinz "= meadow at the embankment along the river

. "’ — von Anhalt among the city visitors (both provide the opportunity to forget foramo-  ¢_" CE—
L= = 1 from abroad and within). It is estimated that I ment about day-to-day problems. - -_
e the boarding house will provide twenty beds -
| - in two separate en suite shower rooms for o Currently, the project is being stalled by an
Fo men and women. In the new three-storey ongoing court case about the planned bypass r

Alr 'l- I building there will be eighteen double en su- road which precisely this project can help |
ite shower rooms with an option of cleaning |_ toprevent, and by the futile search for an

.
F
-r-r' ~ ™ services. Finally, six lofts can be arranged L investor. ol
W | "= in the building, like in a boarding house, -
- 0 .
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